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Abstract

The M.E.N.D project is focused on disseminating information on
neurodevelopmental disabilities to minority families and marginalized
communities in South Los Angeles. The project uses an infographic to
highlight general information about neurodevelopmental disabilities,
milestones for children, and offer access to resources for families in

need. The project is intended to act as a gateway for minority
families to learn more about neurodevelopmental disabilities, what
resources exist, and where to start if they believe their child may
have a neurodevelopmental disability. The project offers families of
all backgrounds a starting point when it comes to child
neurodevelopment.
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Project Plain Language Summary

The M.E.N.D. project helps families in South Los Angeles learn about
neurodevelopmental disabilities. It shares easy-to-understand
information with minority and underserved communities, using an
infographic that explains what these disabilities are, what
developmental milestones to look for in children, and where families
can find help. The goal is to give families a simple starting point if
they think their child may have a neurodevelopmental disability and
to connect them with useful resources.
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Background

« In minority communities, children have been diagnosed with
neurodevelopmental disabilities at a higher rate when
compared to other races.

« Black communities have the highest prevalence of ADHD at
16.9% and learning disabilities at 9.7%

* Minority communities are now 26% more likely to be
diagnosed with ADHD and 3% more likely to be diaghosed
with Autism.

* As numbers of diagnosis increase in these minority
communities’ information and resources available must grow
as well.
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Presentation of Project

« Infographic on Neurodevelopmental Disabilities

« Developed according to the needs of the Black Maternal Health
Center of Excellence and the CDU Mobile clinic assessment

« Created for the mobile clinic and BMHCE patients

* Provide families with information on neurodevelopmental
disabilities, family resources, and contact information.

« Orient staff on how to use the infographic, as well as refer families
needing support to appropriate agencies and organizations.
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Scan to "Know the Signs!”
Infographic on Neurodevelopmental Disabilities
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Alignment with LEND Values

1. Family-Person-Centered Perspective

* Collaborated with LEND Family Support scholars and integrated perspectives of individuals with

disabilities
2. Interdisciplinary Perspective

»  Consulted with LEND scholars across a variety of disciplines for information and insight on how

to best meet the clinics' needs
3. Health Equity Perspective
*  Mobile Health Clinic: provides medical services to individuals facing homelessness

» Black Maternal Health Center of Excellence provides prenatal care, information, and support to

pregnant African American women
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Phase One: Literature Review/Research

Phase Two: Conducted Needs Assessment

Phase Three: Communication program planning
Phase Four: Program planning and evaluation plan
Phase Five: Program implementation and management

Phase Six: Feedback

Phase Ill
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Commumty (Title V) Agency Interface

« (California Children’s Services (CCS)
o Funded by Title V

o By working with the maternal/child health clinic, we will collaborate
with CCS to provide resources, information, and support for mothers
post-pregnancy

« CCS High-risk infant follow-up program (HRIF)

« CHLA Specialized Clinics for Title V CCS services for children with
chronic illness, diseases, and other health problems

o CCS Centers | Children's Hospital Los Angeles (chla.org)



https://www.chla.org/about-childrens-hospital-los-angeles/ccs-centers
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Lessons Learned & Next Steps

« Building relationships is a key part of creating effective products
to assist those in need of healthcare

« Strong partnerships and engagement with providers and resource
networks are critical to successful implementation

« Fostering an easy-to-follow sustainability plan is just as important
as the product itself

Allow for changes and flexibility!
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Questions for Audience & Invitation for
Feedback

* Any recommendations on building strong relationships with the
community and healthcare partners?

« What measures can be used to identify utilization and
engagement?

« How can we communicate a sustainable implementation plan with
healthcare partners after the project is completed?
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